
 
 

An induction loop is provided. To use, please turn your hearing aid to T. 
 

Gluten free wafers are available for those who need them. Please inform one of the 
stewards/sidespersons who will pass the information on to the clergy. Many thanks 

 

23rd December 2018 – Advent 4 
 

Today’s services: 
 

8am Holy Eucharist 
at the Cathedral 

(The Service begins on Page 157) 
 

9.30am The Parish Eucharist 
Hymns: 406, 411, 634 (v.1-3), 631 

 

11am The Cathedral Eucharist 
Hymns: 161, 188, 6 

(The Service begins on Page 23) 
Eucharistic Prayer 4 on Page 55 

 

Mass: of St Thomas (Congregational) 
Psalm: 80. 1-7 
Preacher: Tom Attwell (Reader) 
 

11am Informal Worship at the Parish Church 
 

3.30pm Evening Prayer at the Cathedral 

 
 

 

Welcome to St Asaph Cathedral and St Asaph 
Parish Church today. We are a community that 
seeks to enfold all people in the love of God. If you 
wish to speak to a priest after the service, if you wish 
to find a corner to pray, if you wish simply to 
find some peace, please feel free and welcome 
to do so. We warmly invite all those who are 
baptised to receive Holy Communion with us today. 
(Children at the discretion of parents). Before the 
service: spend some time in quiet prayer, preparing to 
meet the Lord in this act of worship. 
If you would like to find out more about the 
Christian faith please contact: 
Email: precentor@stasaphcathedral.wales 
Tel:  01745 532581(Office) 

 
 

Collect 
God our redeemer, 
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of your Son: 
grant that, as she looked for his 
coming as our Saviour, 
so we may be ready to greet him 
when he comes again as our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Micah 5. 2-5a 
 

A reading from the book of the 
prophet Micah. 
 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
   who are one of the little clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for 
me one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
   from ancient days.  
Therefore he shall give them up until 
the time when she who is in labour has 
brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
   to the people of Israel.  
And he shall stand and feed his flock 
in the strength of the Lord, 
   in the majesty of the name of the 
Lord his God. 
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And they shall live secure, for now he 
shall be great to the ends of the earth;  
and he shall be the one of peace. 
 
For the word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 80. 1-7 
 

R: In Judah God is know; his name 
is great in Israel. 

 
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, you that 
led Joseph like a flock; Shine forth, you 
that are enthroned upon the cherubim,  
before Ephraim, Benjamin and 
Manasseh. R: 
Stir up your mighty strength and come 
to our salvation. Turn us again, O 
God; show the light of your 
countenance, and we shall be saved. R: 
O Lord God of hosts, how long will 
you be angry at your people’s prayer? 
You feed them with the bread of tears;  
you give them abundance of tears to 
drink. R: 
You have made us the derision of our 
neighbours, and our enemies laugh us 
to scorn. Turn us again, O God of 
hosts; show the light of your 
countenance, and we shall be saved. R: 
 
Hebrews 10. 5-10 
 

A reading from the letter to the 
Hebrews. 
 

When Christ came into the world, he 
said, 
‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not 
desired, 

   but a body you have prepared for 
me;  in burnt-offerings and sin-
offerings you have taken no pleasure.  
Then I said, “See, God, I have come to 
do your will, O God” 
   (in the scroll of the book it is written 
of me).’  
When he said above, ‘You have neither 
desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 
and offerings and burnt-offerings and 
sin-offerings’ (these are offered 
according to the law), then he added, 
‘See, I have come to do your will.’ He 
abolishes the first in order to establish 
the second. And it is by God’s will that 

we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all. 
 
For the word of the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Luke 1. 39-45 
 

Listen to the Gospel of Christ 
according to Saint Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In those days Mary set out and went 
with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house 
of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
the child leapt in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
‘Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And 
why has this happened to me, that the 
mother of my Lord comes to me? For 
as soon as I heard the sound of your 
greeting, the child in my womb leapt 
for joy. And blessed is she who 
believed that there would be a 



fulfilment of what was spoken to her 
by the Lord.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
Prayer over the Gifts 
Come, O come, Emmanuel, 
you are the way, the truth and the life; 
you are the true vine and living bread. 
Come, Christ our Saviour, 
come to the world which waits for you; 
who are alive and reign, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 

Post Communion 
Heavenly Father, 
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of the promised 
Saviour: fill us your servants with your 
grace, that in all things we may 
embrace your holy will and with her 
rejoice in your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Notices 

 
Refreshments. Please join us for 
refreshments after the 9.30am and 11am 
Eucharists. 
 

Christmas Card Amnesty. There will be an 
opportunity to participate in this during 
Advent and Christmas. There will be a cut-
out of a Christmas tree at the back of the 
cathedral on which we can put our good 
wishes to all in the Cathedral Community. 
You are then invited to donate the money 
you would normally spend on cards to 
Christian aid. 
Please note there will be no provision to 
leave cards in the cathedral for people this 
year. 

“PANTOMIME” The coach will LEAVE 
from the cathedral car park at 6.00 pm sharp 
on Friday 11th January for the pantomime at 
Theatr Clwyd. Tickets will be distributed on 
the coach”. 
 
Cathedral Giving Envelopes for 2019 are 
now available for collection. Please pick 
them up from the back of the Cathedral. 
 
 
 
 
The Week Ahead 
 

24th Monday – Christmas Eve 
9am Morning Prayer 
9.30am Holy Eucharist 
4pm Crib Service at the Parish Church 

7pm Nine Lessons & Carols 
11.30pm The Midnight Mass 
 

25th Tuesday – Christmas Day 
8am Holy Eucharist 
9.30am The Parish Eucharist 
11am The Cathedral Eucharist 
3.30pm Evening Prayer 
 
26th Wednesday – Stephen, Deacon & 1st  

Martyr 
9am Morning Prayer 
10.30am Holy Eucharist 
6pm Evening Prayer 
 
27th Thursday – John, Apostle &  

Evangelist 
9am Morning Prayer 
10am Holy Eucharist at the Parish Church 
6pm Evening Prayer 
 
28th Friday – The Innocents 
9am Morning Prayer 
9.30am Offeren 
6pm Evening Prayer 
 

29th Saturday – Thomas of Canterbury 
9am Morning Prayer 
6pm Evening Prayer 
 
 



30th  Sunday –  Christmas 1 
8am Holy Eucharist at the Cathedral 

11am Joint Eucharist at the Cathedral 

3.30pm Evening Prayer at the Cathedral  

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Contact: 01745 532581 (Diocesan Office) 
 

Cathedral Website: stasaphcathedral.wales  
 

Parish Church Website:  
stasaphparishchurch.org.uk  


