
 

 

 
 
 

Thursday 23rd April 2020 – George, Martyr  
and Patron of England 

 
 

Collect 
 

God of hosts, 
who so kindled the flame of love 
in the heart of your servant George 
that he bore witness to the risen Lord 
by his life and by his death: 
give us the same faith and power of love 
that we who rejoice in his triumphs 
may come to share with him the fullness of the resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Acts 5. 27-33 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
Then the high priest took action; he and all who were with him (that is, the sect 
of the Sadducees), being filled with jealousy, arrested the apostles and put them 
in the public prison. But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison 
doors, brought them out, and said, ‘Go, stand in the temple and tell the people 
the whole message about this life.’ When they heard this, they entered the 
temple at daybreak and went on with their teaching. 
When the high priest and those with him arrived, they called together the 
council and the whole body of the elders of Israel, and sent to the prison to have 
them brought. But when the temple police went there, they did not find them in 
the prison; so they returned and reported, ‘We found the prison securely 
locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them, we 
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found no one inside.’ Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests 
heard these words, they were perplexed about them, wondering what might be 
going on. Then someone arrived and announced, ‘Look, the men whom you put 
in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people!’ Then the captain 
went with the temple police and brought them, but without violence, for they 
were afraid of being stoned by the people. 
 
For the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 34. 15-22 
 
R:  Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous  
   and his ears are open to their cry. 
  The face of the Lord is against those who do evil,  
   to root out the remembrance of them from the earth. R: 
 
  The righteous cry and the Lord hears them  
   and delivers them out of all their troubles. 
  The Lord is near to the brokenhearted  
   and will save those who are crushed in spirit. R: 
 
  Many are the troubles of the righteous;  
   from them all will the Lord deliver them. 
  He keeps all their bones,  
   so that not one of them is broken. R: 
 
  But evil shall slay the wicked  
   and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 
  The Lord ransoms the life of his servants  
   and will condemn none who seek refuge in him. R: 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

John 3. 31-36 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

I am the resurrection and the life; 
everyone who believes in me will never die. 
 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said: 
The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth belongs 
to the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is 
above all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet no one accepts his 
testimony. Whoever has accepted his testimony has certified this, that God is 
true. He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for he gives the Spirit 
without measure. The Father loves the Son and has placed all things in his 
hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son 
will not see life, but must endure God’s wrath. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
Post Communion 
 

Lord God our Father, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ 
you have assured your children of eternal life  
and in baptism have made us one with him: 
deliver us from the death of sin 
and raise us to new life in your love, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 


