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Collect 
Almighty God, 
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 
have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: 
grant that, as by your grace going before us 
you put into our minds good desires, 
so by your continual help 
we may bring them to good effect; 
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Acts 15. 22-31 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
Then the apostles and the elders, with the consent of the whole church, decided 
to choose men from among their members and to send them to Antioch with 
Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leaders among 
the brothers, with the following letter: ‘The brothers, both the apostles and the 
elders, to the believers of Gentile origin in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, 
greetings. Since we have heard that certain persons who have gone out from us, 
though with no instructions from us, have said things to disturb you and have 
unsettled your minds, we have decided unanimously to choose 
representatives and send them to you, along with our beloved Barnabas and 
Paul, who have risked their lives for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have 
therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things by 
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word of mouth. For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to impose 
on you no further burden than these essentials: that you abstain from what has 
been sacrificed to idols and from blood and from what is strangled and from 
fornication. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.’ 
So they were sent off and went down to Antioch. When they gathered the 
congregation together, they delivered the letter. When its members read it, 
they rejoiced at the exhortation. 
 
For the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 57. 5-11 
 
R:  Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
 I lie in the midst of lions,  
   people whose teeth are spears and arrows, 
      and their tongue a sharp sword. 
  Be exalted, O God, above the heavens,  
   and your glory over all the earth. 
  They have laid a net for my feet; 
      my soul is pressed down;  
   they have dug a pit before me 
      and will fall into it themselves. R: 
 
  My heart is ready, O God, my heart is ready;  
   I will sing and give you praise. 
  Awake, my soul; awake, harp and lyre,  
   that I may awaken the dawn. R: 
 
  I will give you thanks, O Lord, among the peoples;  
   I will sing praise to you among the nations. 
  For your loving-kindness is as high as the heavens,  
   and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. R: 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

John 15. 12-17 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
I am the resurrection and the life; 
everyone who believes in me will never die. Alleluia! 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said: 
‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are 
my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard 
from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to 
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love 
one another. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
Post Communion 
 
Eternal God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: 
grant us to walk in his way, 
to rejoice in his truth, 
and to share his risen life; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 


