
 

 

 
 
 

tuesday 23rd June 2020 
 
 
Collect 
Lord, you have taught us 
that all our doings without love are nothing worth: 
send your Holy Spirit 
and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 
the true bond of peace and of all virtues, 
without which whoever lives is counted dead before you. 
Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
2 kings 19. 9-21, 31-36 
 
A reading from the second book of Kings. 
 
When the king heard concerning King Tirhakah of Ethiopia, ‘See, he has set out 
to fight against you’, he sent messengers again to Hezekiah, saying, ‘Thus shall 
you speak to King Hezekiah of Judah: Do not let your God on whom you rely 
deceive you by promising that Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the 
king of Assyria. See, you have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all 
lands, destroying them utterly. Shall you be delivered? Have the gods of the 
nations delivered them, the nations that my predecessors destroyed, Gozan, 
Haran, Rezeph, and the people of Eden who were in Telassar? Where is the king 
of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of the city of Sepharvaim, the king of 
Hena, or the king of Ivvah?’ 
Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it; then 
Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord and spread it before the Lord. And 
Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said: ‘O Lord the God of Israel, who are 
enthroned above the cherubim, you are God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of 
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the earth; you have made heaven and earth. Incline your ear, O Lord, and hear; 
open your eyes, O Lord, and see; hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has 
sent to mock the living God. Truly, O Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid waste 
the nations and their lands, and have hurled their gods into the fire, though they 
were no gods but the work of human hands—wood and stone—and so they 
were destroyed. So now, O Lord our God, save us, I pray you, from his hand, 
so that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you, O Lord, are God 
alone.’ 
Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God 
of Israel: I have heard your prayer to me about King Sennacherib of 
Assyria. This is the word that the Lord has spoken concerning him: 
She despises you, she scorns you— 
   virgin daughter Zion; 
she tosses her head—behind your back, 
   daughter Jerusalem.  
for from Jerusalem a remnant shall go out, and from Mount Zion a band of 
survivors. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
‘Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the king of Assyria: He shall not come 
into this city, shoot an arrow there, come before it with a shield, or cast up a 
siege-ramp against it. By the way that he came, by the same he shall return; he 
shall not come into this city, says the Lord. For I will defend this city to save it, 
for my own sake and for the sake of my servant David.’ 
That very night the angel of the Lord set out and struck down one hundred and 
eighty-five thousand in the camp of the Assyrians; when morning dawned, they 
were all dead bodies. Then King Sennacherib of Assyria left, went home, and 
lived at Nineveh. 
 
For the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 48 
 
R:  Great is the Lord and highly to be praised. 
 
Great is the Lord and highly to be praised,  
   in the city of our God. 
  His holy mountain is fair and lifted high,  
   the joy of all the earth. 
  On Mount Zion, the divine dwelling place,  
   stands the city of the great king. R: 



 

 

  In her palaces God has shown himself  
   to be a sure refuge. 
  For behold, the kings of the earth assembled  
   and swept forward together. 
  They saw, and were dumbfounded;  
   dismayed, they fled in terror. R: 
 
  Trembling seized them there; 
      they writhed like a woman in labour,  
   as when the east wind shatters the ships of Tarshish. 
  As we had heard, so have we seen 
      in the city of the Lord of hosts, the city of our God:  
   God has established her for ever. 
  We have waited on your loving-kindness, O God,  
   in the midst of your temple. R: 
 
  As with your name, O God, 
      so your praise reaches to the ends of the earth;  
   your right hand is full of justice. 
  Let Mount Zion rejoice and the daughters of Judah be glad,  
   because of your judgements, O Lord. R: 
 
  Walk about Zion and go round about her; 
      count all her towers;  
   consider well her bulwarks; pass through her citadels, 
  That you may tell those who come after 
      that such is our God for ever and ever.  
   It is he that shall be our guide for evermore. R: 
 
Matthew 7. 6, 12-14 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening; 
you have the words of eternal life. Alleluia! 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
 



 

 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said: 
‘Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swine, 
or they will trample them under foot and turn and maul you. 
‘In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law 
and the prophets. 
‘Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road is easythat 
leads to destruction, and there are many who take it. For the gate is narrow and 
the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few who find it. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
Prayer over the Gifts 
 
Generous and faithful God, 
grant that by the grace of this sacrament 
our lives may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 
in love and joy and peace; 
we ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Loving Father, 
we thank you for feeding us at the supper of your Son: 
sustain us with your Spirit, 
that we may serve you here on earth 
until our joy is complete in heaven, 
and we share in the eternal banquet 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 


