
 

 

 
 
 

wednesday 17th June 2020  
 
 
Collect 
God, the strength of all those who put their trust in you,  
mercifully accept our prayers and,  
because through the weakness of our mortal nature  
we can do no good thing without you,  
grant us the help of your grace,  
that in the keeping of your commandments  
we may please you both in will and deed;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
2 kings 2. 1, 6-14 
 
A reading from the second book of Kings. 
 
Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, 
Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 
Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.’ But 
he said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So the 
two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and 
stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the 
Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the 
water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed 
on dry ground. 
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do for you, 
before I am taken from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share of 
your spirit.’ He responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I 
am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.’ As they 
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continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the 
two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept 
watching and crying out, ‘Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!’ But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes 
and tore them in two pieces. 
He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and 
stood on the bank of the Jordan. He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen 
from him, and struck the water, saying, ‘Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?’ 
When he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the 
other, and Elisha went over. 
 
For the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 31. 19-24 
 
R:  Be strong and let your heart take courage. 
 
How abundant is your goodness, O Lord, 
      which you have laid up for those who fear you;  
   which you have prepared in the sight of all 
      for those who put their trust in you. 
  You hide them in the shelter of your presence 
      from those who slander them;  
   you keep them safe in your refuge from the strife of tongues. R: 
 
  Blessed be the Lord!  
   For he has shown me his steadfast love 
      when I was as a city besieged. 
  I had said in my alarm, 
      ‘I have been cut off from the sight of your eyes.’  
   Nevertheless, you heard the voice of my prayer 
      when I cried out to you. R: 
 
  Love the Lord, all you his servants;  
   for the Lord protects the faithful, 
      but repays to the full the proud. 
  Be strong and let your heart take courage,  
   all you who wait in hope for the Lord. R: 
 



 

 

Matthew 6. 1-6, 16-18 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening; 
you have the words of eternal life. Alleluia! 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said: 
‘Beware of practising your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for 
then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
‘So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised 
by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you give 
alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your 
alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
‘And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand 
and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by 
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you 
pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
‘And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, 
they have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and 
wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 



 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 
Eternal God, 
your word inspires our faith: 
may we who offer you our praise 
trust you in all things; 
we ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Eternal Father, 
we thank you for nourishing us 
with these heavenly gifts: 
may our communion strengthen us in faith, 
build us up in hope, 
and make us grow in love; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 


