Sunday 5th September 2021

Trinity 14
In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus heals two people. We are going to think about the second – the man
with a hearing and speech impairment.
Our Gospel reading is Mark 7. 24-37.

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord
Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to
know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean
spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a
Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to
her, ‘Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the
dogs.’ But she answered him, ‘Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.’ Then he
said to her, ‘For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.’ So she went home,
found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the
region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and
they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put
his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and
said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be opened.’ And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was
released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them,
the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ
Let’s think about how we can ask God to “open our ears” too!
We may not have any trouble physically hearing things, but sometimes we forget to truly listen and
don’t pay attention or understand what the Lord says to us through his word and through others.
We want our ears, mouths, and hearts to be receptive to hearing and sharing his truths.
Notice that, in the story, Jesus steps away from the noise and busy-ness of the crowd and takes the
man with him. We see him take a moment to ask God for help and then see him act.
We have had some difficult situations to deal with over recent months and there will be more to come
as we ease out of the pandemic, returning to situations, including school, where we may sometimes feel
uncomfortable. Jesus shows us that, in any situation, we can ask God for help and listen to him, even
in busy or seemingly overcrowded moments. If we really listen, we will find God in every place and at
every time, and know the peace and healing that God wants to share with us.

We can ask Jesus to open our ears so that we are always listening for his voice. We can ask him to
open our mouths so that we can tell other people about his love. We trust that he will help us,
because, as we have heard, Jesus does all things well!
A prayer for this week:
Dear God,
Thank you for your amazing power!
You do all things well.
Thank you for your work in our lives.
Please open our ears to hear your word
and open our mouths to share your love with others. Amen.
Have a go at these activities:
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