Sunday 20th March 2022

Third Sunday of Lent

Listen to today’s Gospel reading or read it in Luke’s Gospel, chapter
13, verses 1 to 9. We’re going to think about the second part of the
reading.
It is lovely to see the blossom beginning to appear on fruit trees
at this time of year. We hope that plenty of blossom will mean good
fruit!
When fruit trees are planted in good soil and have water and
sunshine, they give us tasty fruit to eat and enjoy, but if a fruit tree
is not looked after and withers, it will not produce good fruit.
Just like fruit, when we are rooted in God’s love, when we read our
Bibles and pray and trust in God, our lives will produce good “fruit”.
If we turn away from Jesus and don’t trust in him, we will dry up
like a shrivelled plant!
What kind of fruit do you think our lives produce?
No, not apples and oranges or bananas! Our fruit looks like things
that Jesus would demonstrate : love, kindness, patience, joy,
gentleness, self-control…. things that mean we care about other
people and want good things for their lives too. If we are truly
connected to Christ, these fruits grow naturally and they help other
people. God really wants us to produce good fruit and keeps giving
us another chance to do so – just like the vine dresser in today’s
Gospel reading, who asked for the fig tree to be given another
chance to produce good fruit. This Lent, let’s see if we can really try
to produce good fruit in our lives.

A prayer for this week:
Dear God, we thank you for your love for us and your patience with
us when we turn away from you. Please help us to grow in you so
that we can produce good fruit. Amen.

