
 
Sunday 20th November 2022 
 

                               Christ the King  

 
Today’s Gospel reading is  Luke 23:33-43 
 
We are reminded of Jesus’s death.  This might seem a strange reading when we are 
celebrating the Feast of Christ the King, but once again, we are thinking about what sort of 
king we worship today.  In this reading, we see Jesus praying for forgiveness for those who 
were putting him to death, reflecting his kingdom values of forgiveness and love.  This is  
despite Jesus being mocked and taunted for being a king.  We hear one of those being 
crucified with Jesus showing faith in Jesus’s kingship and asking about his kingdom, and 
Jesus confirming that this man will be with him in paradise that very day. 
 
Jesus is the King of a Kingdom which is not a place, but is a way of life.  We are all invited to 
be part of this Kingdom!  
 
This is the last Sunday of our Church year.  Next Sunday, Advant Sunday, is the beginning of 
a new Church year and we start looking forward to celebrating Christ’s birth at Christmas. 
 
This Sunday was traditionally known as “Stir-up Sunday”.  This was because of the words of 
the Collect (special prayer) for this Sunday, but it was also when people stirred up their 
Christmas puddings or Christmas cake!  If we are to be faithful and active followers of Jesus, 
our King, perhaps we need to stir ourselves!   
 
Although the Collect has changed, the old Collect is still used in our service on this Sunday – 
listen out for it and if you spot it, pray that we will be stirred up to be servants of Christ our 
King.  (There is a clue below as to when you will hear it!)  



       Prayer for this week (Post-Communion Prayer for Christ the King Sunday) 

 
Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people;  
that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, 
may by you be plenteously rewarded; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 


